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LORDS Spiritual and Temporal, and the COMMONS, 
aſſembled at WesTMINSTER ; aſſented to and con- 
firmed by WILLIAM, Prince of Orxaxcr, and the 
Princeſs MARY, previous to the Offer made them 

of the CROWN, by the Convention, February the 
' Thirteenth, in the Year of our Lord, One Thouſand 
Six Hundred and 1 
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The Comments by J. . Cittzin and Goldſmith, 9 Mes baer 
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From Magna Charta, granted 121 15. 
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| „ - ARTICLE 24. 

A FREE MAN ſhall not be amerced for a ſmall 

fault, but according to the degree of the fault. 

46. No free man ſhall be taken, or impriſoned, or 
diſſeiſed [of his liberties], or outlawed, or baniſhed, or 
any ways deſtroyed ; nor will we paſs upon him, or 
commit him to priſon, unleſs by the legal judgment of 

his peers, or by the law of the land .... legal proceſs, 
trial by a jury of equals. 

47. We will ſell to no man; we. will deny no man; 
or defer right nor juſtice. 

We will not make any juſticiaries, coliftables, 
ſhells, or bailiffs, but what are knowing in the law of 
the realm, and are diſpoſed duly to obferve it. 

60. If any one hath been diſpoſſeſſed or deprived by 

us, , without the legal judgment of his peers, of his 
lands, liberties, or right, we will forthwith reſtore 
them to him. 
Fp. And we will not, by onrſelves or others, pro- 
cure any thing, whereby any of theſe liberties be re- 
voked or leſſened ; and if any ſuch thang be obtained, 
let it be null and void. 

79. It is alfo ſworn, as well on our part, as on the 
part of the barons, that all the things aforeſaid ſhall 
taithfully and ſincerely be obſerved. | 

Given in the meadow, called Runingmede, between 
Windleſore and Stanes, in 17th year * our reign, 
June 15th. 

% KING JOHN died, Oct. 18, 1216, one year and 
four months aſter he had ſigned the great Charter cf 
the liberties of England, and which charter he ſtrove, 
with all the power he was maſter of, to ruin; but not 
even the baſe John, nor any other prince with inten- 
tions equally unworthy, have been able to effect its 
deſtruction ; it may be ſomewhat impaired, but being 
founded on the baſis of public virtue, it ftill remains 
the great corner ftone of Engliſh liberty; and it is 


fervently to be hoped, that nothing ſhort of the ge- 
neral wreck of Nature, will ever ſhake it to its fall,” 
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HERE As the late King James the Second, by 
the aſſiſtance of divers evil counſellors, judges, 
and miniſters employed by him, did endeavour to ſub- 
vert and extirpate the Proteſtant religion, and the laws 
and liberties of this kingdom; by aſſuming and exer- 
ciſing a power of diſpenſing with, and ſuſpending of 
laws, without conſent of Parliament; by committing 
and proſecuting divers worthy prelates, for humbly pe- 
titioning to be excuſed from concurring to the ſaid af. 
ſumed power; by iſſuing and cauſing to be executed, a 
commiſſion under the great ſeal, for ereQing a court, 
called, The Court of Commiſſioners for Eccleſiaſtical 
Cauſes : by levying money for and to the uſe of the 
Crown, by pretenee of prerogative, for other time, and 
in other manner, than the ſame was granted, by Parlia- 
ment. By railing and keeping a ſtanding army within 
this kingdom in time of peace, without conſent of Par- 
liament; and quartering ſoldiers contrary to law. By 
_ cauſing divers good ſubjects, being Proteſtants, to be 
diſarmed, at the ſame time when Papiſts were both 
armed and employed contrary to law, By violating the 
freedom of election of members to ſerve in parliament. 
By proſecutions in the court of King's Bench, for mat- 
ters and cauſes cognizable only in Parliament ; and by 
divers other arbitrary and illegal courſes, And whereas 
of late years, partial, corrupt, and unqualified perſons 
have been returned and ſerved on juries in trials, and 
particularly divers jurors in trials for high-treaſon, which 
were not freeholders; and exceſſive bail hath been re- 
quired of perſons committed in criminal caſes, to _ 
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the denefit of the laws made tor the liberty of the ſub. 
jects ; and exceſſive fines have been impoſed; and ille- 
gal and cruel puniſhments inflicted; and ſeveral grants 
and promiſes made of fines and forfeiczres, befare any 
conviction or judgment againſt the perſons upon whom 
the ſame were to be levied. All which are utterly and 
directly contrary to the known laws and ſtatutes, and 
freedom of this realm. 

And whereas the ſaid late king James the Second 
having abdicated the government, and the throne being 
thereby vacant, his Highneſs the Prince of Orange, 
(who it bath pleaſed Almighty God to make the glo- 
rious inſtrument of delivering this kingdom from popery 
and arbitrary power) did (by the advice of the Lords 
ſpiritual and temporal, and divers principal perſons of 
the Commons) cauſe letters to be written to the Lords 
ſpiritual and temporal, being Proteſtants, and other let- 
ters to the ſeveral counties, cities, univerſities, bo- 
roughs, and cinque-ports, for the chooſing ſuch perſons 
to repreſent them, as were of right to be ſent to Parlia- 
ment, to meet and fit at Weſtminſter, upon the twenty- 
ſecond day of January, in the year 1688, in order to 
ſuch an eſtabliſhment, as their religion, laws, and liber- 
ties, might not again be in danger of being ſubverted. 
Upon which letters, elections having been accordingly 
made; and thereupon the Lords ſpiritual and temporal, 
and Commons, purſuant to their ſeveral letters and elec- 
tions, being now aſſembled in a full and free repreſen- 
tation of this nation, taking into their moſt ſerious con- 
{ideration the belt means for attaining the ends aforeſaid, 
do in the firſt place (as their anceſtors in like caſe have 
uſually done) for vindicating and aſſerting their ancient 
rights and liberties; declare, 


5 That the pretended power of ſuſpending Jaws, or 
execution of laws, by regai er without conſent 
of Parliament, is illegal. 


II. That the pretended power of diſpenſing with laws, 
or the execution of Jaws, by regal authority, as it bath 
been allumed and exerciſed of late, is illegal. 
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III. That the commiſſion, for -retting the late court 
of Commiſſioners for Eccleſiaſtical Cauſes, and all other 
commiſſions and courts of the NIE nature, are illegal 
and pernicious. 


IV. That the levying of money, for or to the uſe of 
the Crown, by pretence of prerogative, without grant 
of Parliament, for longer time, or in any other manner 
than the ſame 1s, or ſhall be granted, is illegal. 


V. That it is the right of the ſubjects to petition the 
King; and all commitments and proſecutions for ſuch 
petitioning, are illegal. 


VI. That raiſing and keeping a ſtanding army, within 
the kingdom, in time of peace, unleſs it be with the 
conſent of Parliament, is againſt law. 


VII. That the ſubjects, which are Proteſtants, may 
have arms for their defence, ſuitable to their condition, 
and as allowed by law. 


VIII. That elections of members of Parliament 
ought to be free. 


IX. That the freedom of {peech, and debates or pro- 
ccedings in Parliament, ought not to be impeached or 
queſtione@! in any court or place out of Parliament. 


X. That exceſſive bail ought not to be required, nor 
exceſſive lines impoſed, nor cruel and unuſual puniſh- 
ments inſlicted. 


XI. That jurors ought to be duly empannelled and 
returned; and jurors, which paſs upon men in trials of 
high-rreaſon, ought to be free-holders. 


XIT. That all grants and promiſes of fines and for- 
feitures of particular perſons, before conviction, are il- 
legal and void. 


XIII. And that for redreſs of all grievances, and for 
the amending, ſtrengthening, and preſerving of the laws, 
Parliaments ought to be held ws | 
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And they do claim, demand, and inſiſt upon all and 
fingular the premiſes, as their undoubted rights and li- 
berties. And no rode done veg 2 Judgments, doings, or 
proceedings, to the prejudice of the people in any of the 
faid premiles, ought in any wiſe to be drawn hereafter 
into conſequence or example. To which demand of 
their rights they are particularly encouraged by the de- 
claration of his Highneſs the Prince of Orange, as be- 
ing the only means for obtaining a full redreſs and re- 
medy therein. 
_ Having therefore an entire confidence, that his ſaid 
Highnefs the Prince of Orange will perfect the deli- 
verance ſo far advanced Ey him, and will ſtill preſerve 
them from the violation of their rights, which they have 
here aſſerted, and from all other attempts upon their re- 
ligion, rights and liberties; the Lords ſpiritual and tem- 
oral, aſſembled at Weſtminſter, do reſolve, That Wil- 
"i and Mary, Prince and Princeſs of Orange, be, and 
be declared, King and Queen of England, F rance, and 
Ireland, and the dominions thereunto belonging, to hold 
the crown and royal dignity of the faid kingdoms and 
dominions to them the ſaid Prince and Princeſs, during 
their lives and the life of the ſurvivor of them; and that 
the ſole and ſull exerciſe of the regal power be only in, 
and executed by the ſaid Prince of Orange, in the names 
of the ſaid Prince and Princeſs, during their joint lives; 
and aſter their deceaſe the ſaid crown and royal dignity 
of the ſaid kingdoms and dominions to be to the heir of 
the body of the ſaid Princeſs; and for default of ſuch 
iſſue, to the Princeſs Anne of Denmark; and the heirs 
of her body ; ; and for default of ſuch iſſue, to the heirs 
of the bady of the ſaid Prince of Orange. 


And the ſaid Lords ſpiritual and temporal, and Com- 
mons, do pray the ſaid Prince and Princeſs of Orange 
to accept the ſame accordingly, And that the oaths 
hereafter mentioned. be taken by all perſons of whom the 
oaths of allegiance and ſupremacy might be required by 
law, inſtead of them; and that the faid oaths of alle- 
glance and ſupremacy be abrogated. 
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I. A. B. do ſincerely promiſe and ſwear, That J will 
be faithful and bear true allegiance to their Majeſties, 
King William and Queen Mary. So help me God. 


I, A. B. do ſwear, That I do from my heart abhor, 
deteſt, and Abjure, as impious and heretical, this dam- 
nable doctrine and poſition, that Princes, excomunicated 
or deprived by the Pope, or any authority of the ſee of 
Rome, may be depoſed or murdered by their ſubjetts; 
or any other whatſoever. And I do declare, That no 
forein prince, perſon, prelate, ſtate, or potentate, hath, or 
ought to have, any juriſdiction, power, ſuperiority, pre- 
eminence, or authority, eccleſiaſtical or fpiritual, within 


this realm. So help me God. 


2 — —_—— - — 
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COMMENTS ON THE FOREGOING BILL, 


BY J. LUFFMAN, CITIZEN AND GOLDSMITH. 


Tur ConsTiTuTION of England as eſtabliſhed under 

the fared anthority of MAGNA Cnarta bad, at the 
criſis whcih produced the BILL of RicuTs, become very 
much impaired by the many encroachments which ſome of 
the ſucceeding xings, from the time of Joan, made upon 
its equitable form. The STUART race exceeded their 
progenitors, in mutilating this venerable fabric. Theſe men 
formed a STAR-CHAMBER, à court of fine and impri- 
ſonment withont the interference of juries. Theſe men 
aſſumed an artful power of diſpenſing with the laws. 
Theſe men £X ACTED MONEY from the people of Ex G- 
LAND, without the authority of parliament. Theſe men 
endeavoured to eftabliſh popery. Tbeſe men arrogated to 
themſelves divine authority to rule. Theſe men were 
pen/roners to ihe court of France. — And the immediate 
 aefeendants of the ſecond Ja Mus were excluded the ſuc- 
celſion lo the throne of Ex LAND for the preſumption, 
the profligacy and ihe inſinceriſy of their anceſtors. The 
STUARTS ever jt fight of a maxim which it is to be 
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Tee the preſent exalted family will conflenth keep in in 


Diete, THAT WHILE THEY CONTINUE TRUE TO 


TAE 1 THE PEOPLE WILL CONTINUE TRUE _ 


To THEM. 


The moment that the DECLARATION of RIGHT. 
was made on the behalf of the ExclisH people, aud 
acknowledged by the Prince of ORaxce and bis conſort 
as the ſupreme law, in future to be obſerved; at that in- 
ſtant the conſtitution became renuvaled, the power of the 
crown was acknowledged to flow from its only natural 
ſource, the people, and a reciprocal intereſt, proceeding 


4. 


} 


J 


From allegiance on the one part, and protection on the © 
other, formed the gurantee of the monarch's prerogative - 


and the people's freedom. The offspring of this connexion 
is the genuine RIGHTS OF MAN, which, apart 
from all viſionary theories, confer happineſs, content, and 
brotherly affetion upon its votaries. 


The Compiler hopes, that this interest 8 the 
prince and the people will ever remain unſhakxen. He 
need not tell ENGLISHMEN, that the houſe of Hano- 
VRR 2s ſeated on the throne of theſe kingdoms by the 


voice of a generous nation, in oppytion to the ridiculous, 
the enploded maxim of hereditary, indefeaſible rigbt; 


out as that Twas the knn cauſe of their introduction, 


be will preſume to prognoſticate that the preſent King and 


bis ſucceſſors in the regal office, will be as ready lo de- 
fend the liberties of the people, impartially, againſt every 


 uſurpation of power, aſſumed by any ſet or order of men, 


as they will be ſtrenuous in preſerving uncontaminaled,: 
that prerogative, annexed to the high office of firſt mag 1% 


trate of ENGLAND, to toe glorious lille of, (3 


% KING OF A FREE PEOPLE”! 11 


SEE LUFFMAN 'S CHARTERS, Svo. 1792. 
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